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Sonmices - ance said that sMK's [Missionary
Kiczs! ar= »len most at hame in an airpor:. In
ST vy That statement may be true tor
redsy oo s adults as well, Inan airport, vou
straaclcle s nany cultures and even though you
arer o noagner, there s a sense of belonging.
W o - ourselves thinking about this idea

wehiile we were in the (.S, this past summer.
We: o smiped from the culture we live and

wosre 1 Cligeral to our Thome culture™ which
irincor . ways felt sormehow foreign.

lyirog - Jgure oul how to swipe our bank
card v alengthening line formed behind
L& raa L oreught the point home. Trusting
alhe oo ers to actually stay in their lanes and
to st o intersections. . inifialty took great
taith:! .=aking to peocple made us aware
thial v cere out of touch with local sports
miress - I news events, and the general
chiror s that are such a part of everyday
CONVC 1700,

As the ks rolled by, lite became maore
aca e - familiar and comiforfable. wWe

worcs L -sod by the love and support that
: ident as we shared what God was
coiric e digeria with many supporters, family

memrte - a-d cnurches, The privilege of
Spoerric: tirme: with our children, parents and
rooeee cod sisters, was delightfull As
woricls T as it all was L it was dlso short,
Sefor= . g we were back 'at home’ sitting in
an oaitps o eady to take off for our Nigerian
ot

Loyl o the dirport in Abuja, we enjoyed
the: = smiells, ‘anguage, laughing
Oeoples nspoken expeciations and body
lang. e . We knew what to expect,
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how to communicate and we felt g sense of
belonging. As we arrived at our home in Jos,
we were warmly greeted by Nigerians,
missionaries and others who we work and live
with [our family here).

In no time at all, Al was off to Hilcrest School
1o help new feachers get ready for class, and
start to understand the culture they were juss
transitioning into. There were sevoeral tfeachers
who had never taught before, so extra fime
was taken to help them feel more
comfortable and competent.

Jacie started getting ready for the upcoming
Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) year., Baking.
cooking, cutting hair and sorting out
guesthouse issues all got into high gear. Life
shifted back into a familiar pattern... we were
hame.

One parficular event over the summer helped
us focus on where our home reatlly is. As we
were about to travel to fre U.S, last May, one
of the B5F leaders (Bunmi} asked sacie to Duy
her a Study Bible., Jacie scarcnad in many
bhook stores but was having o hard time
finding one for the price that Bunmi wanied to
pay.

One day, Jacie and her mom went to a
garage sale. As she waiked Up, she noticed o
Bibie on a table of books. She dashed over to
it and saw that it was a brand new Study
Bible!ll Jacie asked the gentleman how
much. He locked right at her [I think, he saw
her exciterment.) and said, "That one is freelil”
CAre yvou sure2e’ She asked. He said it was
with a big smile on his face. After tharnking
hirm profusely, she and her mom left with @
song in their hearts and smile on their faces,



Ahen they gatinto the car, iney talked
Acut how GOOD God is, in all the details,

AMronwe returned. we gave Bunmi the
iible and her monay back and then told
ner the story. A couple of days later, Bunmi
ame over with the biggest smile... She
~aid, "I spent hours looking through and
reading all the study helps and | am so
oxcited and thankful, |just love it Then she
added, Mlooked at the front of the Bible
and | noticed that it said; presented

& by . So lwrote in my Bible,

“resented to Bunmi by the Lord!”
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Bunmi has it right... As we thought about
how, when we get 1e neaven, we need fo
find this man and thank him... it occured fo
us ... THAT is cur real home. ... not Nigeria,
rot the U, S, nor even qirports. in our eternal
home, we will all know each other and be
known. Love, fellowship and our
conversation will be aboul the One who has
prepared cur Home and called us there. .
God Himself.

rMeanwhile, we are grateful for all of vou,
the faithful paitners who willingly pray, give
and serve with us here in Nigeria,

In Christ, Al & Jacie Persenaire

Bunmi and Her Study
Bible

Prayer Pcints:

lease oray for

- the centinued adjustment of the new teachers at Hillerest. Pray that God wili use Them
to shape and meld these young lives for Christ,

- wisdom for Al as he faces caily decisions and challenges as the High School principal.
Pray that he will be able to daily encourage the students and staff to be all that God

hos created them o be.

the women and children who come to BSF as study the Gospel of John this yvear Pray
hal they will see who Jesus Christ is and respond with lives fully committed to Him.




