September 2010


Greetings Parents,

The abrupt end of hot temperatures and the necessity to turn the lights on a little earlier can only mean one thing: Fall is here! That means that our youth programs will be starting next week. This is always an exciting time for the staff and volunteers of this church. In this issue of the Dialogue, you will find some important information regarding programs, upcoming events, and some exciting changes to our youth leadership. I hope you find this newsletter helpful. As always, let me know if you have any questions.  My door is always open.

Blessings,

Dominic  
Welcome Kristin Palacios

It is with great excitement that we welcome Kristin Palacios to the leadership team of Holland Heights Church. Her main responsibility will be to oversee the Middle School Ministries at Holland Heights Church. For the past two years, Kristin has already been involved with the middle school ministries as a Sunday school teacher. Now she gets the opportunity to work more closely with the middle school ministries as she takes on primary responsibility for Peer. 

Peer 678

PEER 678 is our middle school youth group that meets on Wednesday nights. We gather to meet God, build relationships with one another, and serve the community. Join us for dinner at 6pm, then stay for youth group afterwards (ends at 8pm). Peer kicks off on Wednesday, September 15th.  

EDGE

EDGE is our high school youth group that meets on Sunday nights at 7pm. Sharing a meal together is a trademark of our Sunday night, so come hungry. During our meeting time we will study the Bible, pray, participate in service projects, and learn about social justice issue. EDGE begins on Sunday, September 19th.  

Sunday School 

The Sunday School schedule for Middle School and High School is as follows: 

September 19: Sunday School begins

October 3: No Sunday School due to Fall Retreat

Nov 21: Last session until after the New Year 

There are two options for the High School students. One will be the profession of faith class and the other will be a discussion on the recent Ray Vander Laan Egypt videos.  

After our last fall meeting (Nov. 21), we will be taking a break during the busy holiday season and will resume after the New Year. 

Profession of Faith at Holland Heights 

Over the past two years at Holland Heights, I have been working hard to create a profession of faith curriculum that will deepen the experience for our young people. Here are the steps of this new program:

1. Student takes the profession of faith Sunday School class

2. Student chooses a profession of faith mentor. A mentor will be found if the student does not have a preference. 

3. Student and mentor regularly meet to work through the Faith Alive resource I Believe by Jessie Schut. 

4. Student then creates his or her unique creed that expresses their faith. This can be a statement of faith, a song, an art project, etc. This will be a part of the church service the morning the student makes profession of faith.

5. The youth pastor and the mentor discuss how the process went. If it goes well, proceed with profession. If not, more work with the mentor will be needed.

6. Student meets with 2-3 members of council (at least one must be an elder) to discuss their faith

7. Elders make recommendation regarding the student’s readiness for profession of faith 

8. Student makes profession of faith

This might sound like an involved process. That’s because—well—it is. When a young person makes profession of faith, they are making a deep commitment to live out their faith. This is a substantial commitment that should not be entered into lightly. We want this to be a deep and meaningful experience and hope this new program will provide the space for this experience. 

The Profession of Faith Sunday School Class will be offered once a year in the fall. This class is open to all 9th-12th graders.

Fall Retreat 2010: A New Community

When: Saturday, October 2nd to Sunday October 3rd. We will leave early on Saturday at 8:30am so that we can make the most of our day. We will return by the end of the morning service on Sunday. Plan to pick your child(ren) up then. 

Where: Grace Adventures in beautiful Mears, Michigan. Visit their website at graceadventures.org.

What: Grace Adventures is an awesome camp. There is something for everyone. They have high ropes courses, a full gym, a Lake Michigan waterfront, paintball, and plenty of great food. We will have a blast.  

Who: All 6th-12th graders. This year we are doing things a little bit differently. We are having our middle school and high school retreats on the same weekend.  We will be at the same camp, but high school and middle school students will have separate programs. 

Theme: During our study and worship time, we will be exploring Acts 2:42-47. We will see what God has to say about being a new community that follows him. 

Packing List

· Sleeping bag and pillow (bring a sheet and blanket if you prefer)

· Clothes for paintball (clothes you can get dirty)

· Athletic clothes and shoes

· A change of clothes

· Warm clothes (October can get chilly up north)

· Towel

· Toiletries 

· Bible

Cost: $30. Cost should never prevent you from coming to an event. If you can’t pay, please see me. 
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