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      nicaraguan update
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Dear Family and Friends,                                                                    Spring 2011
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After years of prayers, planning and good deal of manual labor, classes at the new Escuela Vocational (vocational school) have officially begun. It really has been a blessing to be a part of this from the beginning and to now see an idea come to life. The young men that we have been teaching for the past three years are now teachers themselves. It is great to see the excitement and eagerness of both the new students and also the teachers. The first group of approximately 75 students has started taking classes in auto mechanics, blacksmith, electricity and modern welding. As a result, young men and women of the final three grades at the Nicaragua Christian high school are now learning new techniques and ideas through vocational education. 

Besides helping out in the teaching and lesson planning, I have been able to help build two new forges for the blacksmithing class. The school now has three charcoal air-fed forges and two propane gas forges. The welding section of the shop is complete with six practice welding booths and the carpentry area is one of the most finest woodworking workspaces in, I daresay, the whole of Nicaragua! (
In addition to my work at the vocational school, I have also enjoyed visiting and encouraging some of my Nicaraguan friends. One weekend, one of our apprentices at the shop invited a fellow teacher and me to see the progress of the work that he has been doing on his new house. It was great to see the pride Ramone had as he showed us each [image: image3.jpg]


future room of his house, always with his young son in hand. After the house tour, Ramone took the two of us out to the coffee [image: image4.jpg]=



fields behind his house to go bow hunting. The game was iguanas. We didn’t get any, which was probably a good thing because I’m not a big fan of iguana soup. 

With this trip coming to an end, I will soon be leaving the 90-degree heat of Central America and heading back to the “not-so-quite-warm” north. But I remain thankful for the ability and privilege it is to come to Nicaragua and to be a part of what God is doing here. Now that the school is up and running, and the teachers are gaining more confidence each day, I am feeling as though after five years in Nicaragua my work here is coming to a close. I really feel blessed to have the opportunity to do the work that God had planned for me here and I look forward to the next step He has for me. I want to thank you all for your encouragement and support that you have given me throughout my journey in Nicaragua. 

Muchisimas Gracias!

Joel

